

est and stroriK paperback interest as book has received wonderful praise 
well.” — Nessa RatotoRT from Simon Wiesentlial and others; 

and interestingly, it’s being pub- 
lished in Poland.” 

Knopf will be starting with a 
10,000-15,000 first printing, and Se- 
ga! may bring Frank over for inter- 
views — his English is good enough 
to do so. The book will be illustrated 
with IG pages of photographs. Con- 
juring up the image of his mon- 
strous father, Frank says, “I will be 
trying to leap away from you for the 
rest of my life.” Hut painful, shock- 
ing, raw though it is, Frank’s rage is 
also strangely comforting — given 
the seeming amnesia of so many of 
his fellows. — G.F. 


with Mengele’s son. I was sitting in 
his office when he said, ‘Wait a min- 
ute, 1 have something to show you.’ 

He took out a book his father had 
made for him when the elder Men- 
gele was a fugitive in South Ameri- 
ca. It was a children’s fairy tale with 
innocuous little drawings: this by a 
man who had made a career out of 
torturing children; That moment 
was as chilling as it got in two years 
of research. I handed the book back 
to Rolf Mengeie holding it by the 
edges.” 

Indeed, the mostdifficult aspect of 
Posner’s research was the paradoxi- 
cal character of men like Mengeie 
and Drexel, who "don’t fit into any 
category that would make it easier 
to deal with their savagery,” he 
says, “'rhey were capable of unri- 
valed brutality, only to return then 
to ’normal’ lives without their mur- 
derous behavior ever exhibiting it- 
self again. First, I realized that 
without a Hitler, millions of Nazis 
might have lived those normal lives; 

Mengeie might have lived and died a 
doctor in a small Bavarian town. 

Then I understood that the reverse 
is also true: many people you run 
into in your everyday life have the 

same capacity for evil that these „ .. . 

men had.” plosively, about confronting the no 

Will this book be real! in Germany? horrors of life family and country’s in 

"The Mengeie book appeared in six past when hirmiblishcd Drr Vatcr H: 

countries in addition to the United (Bertelsmann) i)v 1987. In August, 

States and Britain, but not in Gcr- Knopf will publish a rcvi.sed, En- 

many. And there’s been no interest glish-language vers\n of the mem- 

yet in this book either,” Posner oir, translated by Arthur S. Wen- 

stgtes, despite rights sales to Brit- singer with Carol Cle\v\Hoey and 

ain and France. His contention that retitled In the Shadow ofrhuilieick 

Germany has not yet come to terms ($2.7). ^ 

with its past is substantiated by the 
reactions of the approximately two 
dozen young Germans he got to 
know during his years of research. 

“They found it mind-boggling that a 
young American would be interest- 
ed in this subject, when in their 
minds there are so many more im- 
portant issues on the world agenda, 
such as the environment and nucle- 
ar proliferation. ‘It’s of interest in 
the States,’ they said, ‘but not really 

Random House plana a six-city 
tour and will bring one or two of the 
offspring to be interviewed here 
with Posner. At this t)oint, according 
to Holland, there is “major TV inter- 


le Nazi Father and His 
Son, From Knopf 


Niklas F’nh^k, the son of Hans 
Frank — the w^zi governor-general 
of Poland who \as hanged at Nu- 
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Niklax Frank a?id his parents 


diom G^ald Posne 
his bobk. But the y 
j o u r n a ftsC-ni— tht 


• Ecco Press. Joyce Carol Oates’s I 
IxK-k My Door Upon Myself (cloth 
$8.95) now has 20,000 copies in print 
following a second printing of ,5000. 


